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Supporting Working Carers in Kirklees

How can you as an Organisation support your Working Carers?

It gives me great pleasure to announce that Carers Count and Carers Trust are working in partnership to build awareness of the growing need to support organisations to identify and support working carers. Our aim is to promote Carer Friendly workplaces which enables staff to continue to work while caring for someone and prevent the loss of valuable talent for employers locally in Kirklees.
We are aware of the range of resources to support employers through Carers UK and a scheme called “Working for carers” which provide practical advice for employers around carer friendly policies, staff awareness training and most importantly supporting carers to identify themselves as carers and to understand what support is available locally.
Overall we hope to support carers to continue to work and most importantly improve the wellbeing of working carers in Kirklees.
1 in 7 workers are juggling work with a caring role with many giving up work every year.
Workers aged 45 and over are most likely to be affected which means employers stand to lose experienced team members. This will be a big loss to many employers and a cost which an employer could avoid. 
We would like to see employers coming together to share ideas and good practice, helping each other in supporting working carers. Our First Working Carers Forum is planned for the 27th Feb 2020. SAVE THE DATE. Details & agenda to follow. Places limited so please let Carers Count Know if you are interested in attending.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ann Marie Brabiner from Carers Count will be available to come and talk to organisations from across Kirklees and discuss what resources are available and support locally in making Kirklees a great place to work. Ann Marie would be happy to talk with carers in Kirklees to understand the key issues faced juggling caring and work life balance. It’s important that we are all aware of carer issues and together improve awareness for the benefit of working carers and employers. If you are an employer in Kirklees and would like to know more about the scheme and the resources available to you then please contact the Carers Count Office on 0300 012 0231 or you can contact Ann Marie direct on 07802878658 Wednesday-Friday 9.30-2.30 and we can arrange a visit. 
Thank you for taking the time to support Working Carers
Ann Marie Brabiner
Working Carers Partnership & Development Specialist 
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