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Script for frontline staff and local groups and organisations
This script is intended to guide any conversations with the public, but please do not share this document directly 
with the public.  It will be updated as appropriate.
Information correct as of 11 February 2021

Vaccines
There are currently high rates of COVID-19 transmission across Kirklees and vaccines are one 
of the main ways out of this pandemic.

The vaccine was produced very quickly – is  
it safe?
The vaccines approved for use in the UK have met 
strict standards of safety, quality and effectiveness 
set out by the Independent Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). Whilst the 
vaccines have been developed quickly, any coronavirus 
vaccine must go through all the clinical trials and 
safety checks all other licensed medicines go through. 
The vaccine has been shown to be effective and no 
safety concerns were seen in studies of more than 
20,000 people.  No long-term complications have  
been reported.  

Will the vaccine protect me?
The COVID-19 vaccination will reduce the chance of you 
suffering from COVID-19 disease. It will take a week 
or two for your body to build up some protection from 
the first dose of vaccine.  Like all medicines, no vaccine 
is completely effective – some people may still get 
COVID-19 despite having a vaccination, but this should 
be less severe.

Will the vaccine protect those I care for?
The evidence on whether COVID-19 vaccination reduces 
the chance of you passing on the virus is less clear. 
Most vaccines reduce the overall risk of infection, but 
some vaccinated people may get mild or asymptomatic 
infections and will therefore be able to pass the virus 
on. It is highly likely that any infection in a vaccinated 
person will be less severe. 

What are the side effects of the vaccine?
Like all medicines, COVID-19 vaccines can cause side 
effects. Most of these are mild and short-term, and 
not everyone gets them. Common side effects include 
a painful arm, feeling tired, headache, general aches 
and mild flu-like symptoms. However, these symptoms 
are normal and are a sign that your body is building 
immunity. These symptoms normally last less than a 
week. Further details can be found at  
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
vaccination-what-to-expect-after-vaccination

Why do I need 2 vaccines?
It is important to have both doses of the vaccine to give 
you maximum protection.  You can read more at  
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
coronavirus-vaccination

What are the ingredients in the vaccine?
The approved COVID-19 vaccines do not contain 
any animal products or egg.  You can f ind out more 
about the Pf izer BioNTech vaccine and the Oxford 
AstraZeneca vaccine at www.kirklees.gov.uk/
covid19vaccinations

Will the Covid-19 vaccine affect my fertility?
There is no evidence to suggest that Covid-19 vaccines 
will affect fertility. There is no biologically plausible 
way in which current vaccines would cause any impact 
on women’s fertility and there has been no evidence 
presented that women who have been vaccinated have 
gone on to have fertility problems.
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What is the evidence to show the vaccine is 
safe for Black, Asian and other minority ethnic 
communities? 
The Public Assessment Reports (www.gov.
uk/guidance/find-product-information-about-
medicines#pars) written by the Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
contain all the scientific information about the trials and 
information on trial participants. 

For the Pfizer trial, participants included 9.6% black/
African, 26.1% Hispanic/Latino and 3.4% Asian. 

For the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine 10.1% of trial 
recipients were Black and 3.5% Asian. 

There is no evidence either of the vaccines will work 
differently in different ethnic groups

I’m Muslim, can I have the vaccine?
The British Islamic Medical Association recommend 
the COVID-19 vaccines that are currently available in 
the UK for eligible individuals in Muslim communities. 
Further information from the British Islamic Medical 
Association can be found at www.britishima.org/
operation-vaccination/hub/statements/#VAX

Is the vaccine the solution to Covid-19?
Having the vaccine is part of the solution.  Even after 
you have had the vaccine it is still really important 
to follow the 3 main guidelines – washing hands 
regularly, maintaining social distancing and wearing a 
face covering.

For more information on the vaccine please go to  
www.kirklees.gov.uk/covid19vaccinations

Testing
Community Testing – for critical workers 
WITHOUT symptoms

Who is this for?
Critical workers WITHOUT SYMPTOMS who live or 
work in Kirklees, and are unable to work from home.

What happens?
Testing involves you taking a throat and nose swab 
sample.

What are the benefits?
• If you test positive, you can break the chain of 

transmission of COVID-19 in your household, 
support bubble and community by isolating for the 
recommend time.

• The test identifies and supports infectious people to 
isolate before they develop symptoms.

• Testing helps with the management and containment 
of COVID-19 outbreaks.

• Testing protects those most vulnerable to the 
impacts and consequences of COVID-19.

PCR Testing – for people WITH symptoms

Who is this for?
People should only use this route if they have 
symptoms (high temperature, new and/or continuous 
cough, loss of taste and/or smell) or have tested 
positive in a community test site.

What happens?
Testing involves you taking a throat and nose  
swab sample.

WASH HANDS COVER FACE KEEP SPACE

Continue to follow the guidelines after your vaccine
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